Hfcyclists response to the LIP consultation

1] There should be a 20mph speed limit on residential roads.

Evidence to support this includes

1a] The KSI figures for cyclists and pedestrians for LBHF are above target. 

1b] The 20sPlentyForUs FAQ guide of evidence for local authorities, attached

http://www.20splentyforus.org.uk/Documents/LA_FAQ.pdf
1c] The London Assembly Braking Point 20mph speed limits document, attached
http://www.lcc.org.uk/documents/braking-point-20mph.pdf
2] Making Hammersmith Bridge less dread inducing and safer for cyclists
2a] There has been a study of the effect of 20mph speed limit on bridges in London.  [File attached]. The cost benefit for Hammersmith Bridge is not advantageous, mainly because there are not many casualties on it. This is an example of where fear of cycling on the carriageway means there are few casualties, and so there is little cost benefit seen in making a change. 
However the reason for few accidents may well be that only the most confident of cyclists cycle on the carriageway. Evidence for this is the number of cyclists walking on the footway, or cycling on the footway in spite of the no cycling signs.

A 20mph would give a feeling of greater safety to cyclists. The bridge length is about 250m. Over a 250m length it would only give a 10 second delay to traffic over a 30mph speed limit.

A 20 mph limit is used on Tower Bridge to sustain its life, and a similar limit on Hammersmith Bridge, which is of a similar age and has already suffered damage, must be beneficial to its life expectancy.

2b] There should be a no-overtaking rule between marked areas around where the roadway is narrow. This could be marked in cross hatching in the bridge green. 
To support this are the excerpts from the highway code. A cyclist is unlikely to be going at less than 10mph. [APPENDIX 1]
3] There should be action to reduce cycle theft. 
4] There should be action to reduce illegal parking in cycle lanes. 

There should be a performance indicator for this. This would also help general traffic flow in peak times.
5] Performance Indicators 
There should be reasonable and effective and useful for measuring cyclists numbers, and related issues. It is not acceptable to have useless PIs or having PIs with no targets defined.
6] Action should be taken pro-actively. 
Casualty figures do not record high numbers where cyclists are afraid to use the roadway. The number of reasonable cyclists using the pavement could be used as a measure of where the carriageway needs to supply greater protection for cyclists. This should really have been at the head of the list.
7] The bus priority scheme on the South side of Hammersmith Gyratory.

This needs to be prioritised for the safety and convenience of cyclists and pedestrians.
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APPENDIX 1

MATERIAL SUPPORTING NO-OVERTAKING ON PARTS OF HAMMERSMITH BRIDGE

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/TravelAndTransport/Highwaycode/DG_069858
212

When passing motorcyclists and cyclists, give them plenty of room (see Rules 162-167). If they look over their shoulder it could mean that they intend to pull out, turn right or change direction. Give them time and space to do so.

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/TravelAndTransport/Highwaycode/DG_070314
163

Overtake only when it is safe and legal to do so. You should

· not get too close to the vehicle you intend to overtake

· use your mirrors, signal when it is safe to do so, take a quick sideways glance if necessary into the blind spot area and then start to move out

· not assume that you can simply follow a vehicle ahead which is overtaking; there may only be enough room for one vehicle

· move quickly past the vehicle you are overtaking, once you have started to overtake. Allow plenty of room. Move back to the left as soon as you can but do not cut in


· take extra care at night and in poor visibility when it is harder to judge speed and distance

· give way to oncoming vehicles before passing parked vehicles or other obstructions on your side of the road

· only overtake on the left if the vehicle in front is signalling to turn right, and there is room to do so

· stay in your lane if traffic is moving slowly in queues. If the queue on your right is moving more slowly than you are, you may pass on the left

· give motorcyclists, cyclists and horse riders at least as much room as you  would when overtaking a car (see Rules 211-215)

Remember: Mirrors – Signal – Manoeuvre

· Road users requiring extra care (204-225)
165

You MUST NOT overtake

· if you would have to cross or straddle double white lines with a solid line nearest to you (but see Rule 129)

· if you would have to enter an area designed to divide traffic, if it is surrounded by a solid white line

· the nearest vehicle to a pedestrian crossing, especially when it has stopped to let pedestrians cross

· if you would have to enter a lane reserved for buses, trams or cycles during its hours of operation

· after a ‘No Overtaking’ sign and until you pass a sign cancelling the restriction

[Laws RTA 1988 sect 36, TSRGD regs 10, 22, 23 & 24, ZPPPCRGD reg 24]
· Lines and lane markings on the road (127-132)
167

DO NOT overtake where you might come into conflict with other road users. For example

· approaching or at a road junction on either side of the road

· where the road narrows

· when approaching a school crossing patrol

· between the kerb and a bus or tram when it is at a stop

· where traffic is queuing at junctions or road works

· when you would force another road user to swerve or slow down

· at a level crossing

· when a road user is indicating right, even if you believe the signal should have been cancelled. Do not take a risk; wait for the signal to be cancelled

· stay behind if you are following a cyclist approaching a roundabout or junction, and you intend to turn left

· when a tram is standing at a kerbside tram stop and there is no clearly marked passing lane for other traffic
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/TravelAndTransport/Highwaycode/DG_070306
127

A broken white line. This marks the centre of the road. When this line lengthens and the gaps shorten, it means that there is a hazard ahead. Do not cross it unless you can see the road is clear and wish to overtake or turn off.

128

Double white lines where the line nearest to you is broken. This means you may cross the lines to overtake if it is safe, provided you can complete the manoeuvre before reaching a solid white line on your side. White direction arrows on the road indicate that you need to get back onto your side of the road.

129

Double white lines where the line nearest you is solid. This means you MUST NOT cross or straddle it unless it is safe and you need to enter adjoining premises or a side road. You may cross the line if necessary, provided the road is clear, to pass a stationary vehicle, or overtake a pedal cycle, horse or road maintenance vehicle, if they are travelling at 10 mph (16 km/h) or less.

[Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD regs 10 & 26]
